
December 30, 2008

BY E-MAIL

waterfronttransit@toronto.ca
Public Consultation Unit
Park Lawn to Long Branch LRT
City of Toronto
55 John St., 19th Floor
Toronto, Ontario  M5V 3C6

Re: Waterfront West LRT – Park Lawn to Long Branch
 

We oppose the extension of the Waterfront West LRT beyond the (proposed) Park Lawn 
Road Loop.  This proposed extension will cut the north part of the community off from 
the lake without solving the two key problems with the existing streetcar service.

The two biggest problems with the current streetcar are frequency of service and speed to 
downtown.  An LRT is unlikely to do anything for the frequency.  It may even make it 
worse, since larger cars will run less frequently in order to maintain capacity utilization. 
Speed to downtown is largely dependent on what happens on Queen Street, east of 
Roncesvalles.  An LRT line from downtown to Roncesvalles or the Humber Loop is 
needed to address this problem.  A dedicated right of way solves the problem of streetcars 
being held up by cars, but that is not a problem in the Mimico to Long Branch area.  The 
streetcars often delay the cars, but not visa versa.

The TTC analysis identifies the majority of the corridor as 7 to 10 metres narrower than 
that required to maintain on-street parking and two vehicle lanes in each direction.  On-
street parking is critical to the businesses on Lake Shore Boulevard.  The low parking 
utilization identified in the parking study is a symptom of the existing weak retail 
environment, not the parking required by the thriving retail environment we all desire. 
Disruption during construction would magnify negative impacts on business.

A dedicated transit right of way would create a physical barrier separating one side of 
Lake Shore Boulevard from the other, one part of the community from the other, and one 
part of the community from the lake.  It is very ironic to contemplate spending a large 
amount of money to cut a community off from the lake at a time when the City is 
studying the removal of the Gardiner Expressway to remove a barrier to the lake.  What 
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we need is to make Lake Shore Blvd our neighbourhood main street.  What the LRT 
would deliver is a transit corridor.

The needs of the community would be far better served by terminating the LRT at or near 
the existing Humber loop, and serving Mimico, New Toronto, and Long Branch with a 
separate streetcar. Alternatively the LRT could be extended to Sherway along 
Queensway. The shortened streetcar route would facilitate reliable, predictable service 
intervals, and the LRT from the Humber loop would eliminate the bottleneck to 
downtown.

A further suggestion to enhance the community and build ridership is to create a local 
streetcar fare.  This could be a reduced rate fare for travel on that streetcar line only, with 
a full fare required only to get a transfer to buses or the LRT.  That would encourage 
people to take the streetcar for short local trips, shop locally, and leave the car at home.

We recognize that light rail can provide a development stimulus in the right location. 
However the proposal for light rail in Lakeshore is likely to reduce transportation service 
and damage the accessibility and viability of businesses through parking removal and 
limitation on traffic circulation. Main Street Lakeshore would be economically 
undermined. Modifications to the existing streetcar system provides a far superior 
solution at a fraction of the cost. Saving tax dollars, it is the better stimulus for economic 
development.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we will be glad to make a presentation at 
a suitable juncture in the process. 

Sincerely,

Brian Bailey
President,
Citizens Concerned About the Future of the Etobicoke Waterfront (CCFEW)
6 Meaford Avenue,
Toronto, ON  M8V 2H5
416-288-3060 Ext.5450 (days)
416-253-9811 (evenings)
brian@ccfew.org

Cc: Councillor Mark Grimes  (by e-mail)
Matthew Premru, Planner  (by e-mail)
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